
How does Pleasantville satirize the 1950s? 

Pleasantville satirizes the restrictive traditions and values of the 50s by juxtaposing 

them with modern values. By going against the pre-established social norms and 

introducing new ideas, two siblings help the townspeople realize there’s more to life than 

what they’ve been taught is acceptable. Pleasantville exaggerates the lack of knowledge 

held by people, making fun of people’s unawareness of other ways of living. As people 

start to experience and accept feelings and ideas they hadn’t before, they start to shift 

from black and white to colour. As things start to change, the men who benefitted from 

the status quo take drastic measures to try and maintain it. By villainizing and passing 

legislation against the “Coloured” people, they cause widespread segregation, 

discrimination, and even violence towards them and their property. This is obviously 

analogous to many of the actual struggles experienced by racial minorities in the 50s. 

For example, a courtroom scene where the top balcony is nothing but coloured people is 

ridiculous in the context of the film which highlights the absurdity of the real racial 

segregation of the time. The film resolves with people finally accepting the new ideas 

and changes, and living fuller lives for it. Pleasantville’s use of symbolism and metaphor 

recontextualizes the rigid conformity and discrimination of the 50s, and demonstrates 

the absurdity of many past events when viewed from a modern lens. 


